Welcome to Ribblesdale High School
This booklet is designed to support your transition
in to secondary school and to help you write
marvellously in all your lessons.
To make your writing impressive, you need to be
able to use high level words. This booklet will help
you develop your vocabulary, so you can use
words precisely and effectively.
Contents:
1. What is ambitious vocabulary?
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3. Antonym Man – Understanding Opposite Meanings
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5. How you can prepare over summer

What is ambitious vocabulary?
At Ribblesdale, we push our pupils to talk and
write like an expert in each subject. We want to
see your interest in the subject shine through
your discussions and written work.

Before you can talk and write like an expert, you need to know the
power of words and why they are so important. This booklet will help
you realise the impact words have in a sentence and show you how to
be ambitious with your word choice.
Ambitious Vocabulary – Using impressive high-level words
in a sentence accurately.

Read through the two Chester Zoo reviews below. Look closely at how
example 2 upgrades the basic word choice in example 1.
1) When I went to Chester Zoo,
I thought it was good. The
animals looked great and the
food was tasty. I especially liked
seeing the giraffes as they were
huge and beautiful. I would
definitely say you should go to
Chester Zoo – you will like it.

2) When I visited Chester Zoo, I
thought it was astonishing. The
animals looked amazing and
the food was mouth-watering. I
especially enjoyed seeing the
giraffes – their huge size and
bright colour was eye-catching.
I would recommend you visit
Chester Zoo – you will enjoy it.

Words are a powerful tool as they help us communicate
and create precise explanations. As you can see in example
2 above, the words are specific and build the detailed
description.

What is a Synonym?
Synonyms are words with similar meanings. For example, the words small, little, tiny and
minute are all synonyms. Remember, they have similar but not the exact same meanings.

Why are they important?
Understanding synonyms will expand your vocabulary and enable you to choose language
for meaning, emphasis and effect. Use a thesaurus to help you find new words with a similar
meaning to your chosen word.
Top Tips for Using WOW Words:
1. Research synonyms on the internet or in a thesaurus
to find better alternatives to words you always use.
2. Read to increase your ‘word bank’ – the more you
read, the more chance you will have to encounter
new words to broaden your vocabulary.

WOW Word Bank
When you are writing,
you need to WOW your
reader with your
language.
Read through this word
bank to see the range
of WOW words you
could use.

Great
Large
Enormous
Vast
Immense

Broad
Extensive
Gigantic
Huge
Humongous

Whopping
Giant
Cumbersome
Massive
Colossal

High
Lofty
Lanky
Towering
Soaring

Monumental
Elevated
Gigantic
Monstrous
Sky-scraping

Mammoth
Ginormous
Sky-high
Imposing
Over-powering

Evil
Wicked
Corrupt
Tyrannical
Ruthless

Dangerous
Immoral
Debauched
Unscrupulous
Shameless

Dreadful
Diabolical
Appalling
Cruel
Depraved

Horrific
Dire
Unpleasant
Poor
Inferior

Deficient
Flawed
Faulty
Defective
Substandard

Abysmal
Adverse
Difficult
Disgusting
Disappointing

Attractive
Beautiful
Good looking
Handsome
Appealing

Picturesque
Flawless
Charming
Delightful
Wonderful

Sublime
Fantastic
Stunning
Heavenly
Divine

Minor
Tiny
Miniature
Petite
Undersized

Unimportant
Trivial
Slight
Little
Insignificant

Microscopic
Small-scale
Compact
Cramped
Insufficient

Depressed
Gloomy
Down
Dejected
Distraught

Desolate
Deflated
Sorrowful
Woeful
Distressed

Melancholy
Regretful
Miserable
Unsettled
Wretched

How to use the WOW Word Bank
In all your subjects, push yourself to move beyond using common words like ‘good’
and ‘bad’, and be ambitious with your word choice!
Look at the article below about the inspirational Greta Thunberg. Think about what
synonyms you could use to upgrade the highlighted ‘basic’ words in the article.

Greta Thunberg: A True Inspiration
The climate campaigner feels good about fighting to promote
environmental care. Greta Thunberg argues all generations need to be
aware of the bad damage to our environment and everyone should be
responsible for the future we leave to future generations.
In her famous "how dare you" speech, she said "you have stolen my
dreams and my childhood with your empty words". Thunberg is mad at
the rude people who fail to realise the damage humans have caused in
the world; she thinks those in power fail to encourage people to be
nice to the environment.
When delivering the speech, she appeared to be on the verge of tears.
"People are dying," she said, "and all you can talk about is money and
fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you?" Thunberg aims
to shine a light on the awful people caring more about money and not
about the world we live in.
She knew it was a "lifetime moment" and decided not to hold anything
back, she says now. She exclaimed "I am going to let my emotions take
control and to really make something big out of this because I won't be
able to do this again".

Now, it is important to remember to only use ambitious words when they are
needed. Do not overuse ambitious words or use words you do not feel confident
using; your writing will seem clumsy and will not flow.
See my example below to help you (look at how the words fit the sentence)
The climate campaigner feels good passionate/ strong/ motivated/ focused about fighting
to promote environmental care.

Select the most challenging words from the WOW Word Bank and complete the word web below.
Exploring the links between synonyms will help you understand the meanings more.

What is an Antonym?
An antonym is a word with the opposite meaning to another (e.g. hot/cold)
Why are they important?
Similar to synonyms, antonyms also help you understand the links between the
meanings of words. Through knowing the meaning of a word and its opposite (e.g.
hot vs cold) your understanding of when to use the word becomes stronger.

Examples of Antonyms

Read through the examples below and
think of any other antonyms you could use.

How to choose and use words correctly
What do you need to know?
Many pupils get confused and think using
ambitious vocabulary means adding as many
impressive WOW words as you can – this is
not the case.
When you use ambitious vocabulary (WOW
words) it should be because the word fits and
adds value to the sentence. Before adding an
ambitious word to a sentence, ask yourself
these questions:
1. Does the word’s meaning match the ideas
within the sentence?
2. Is the word appropriate for the sentence?
3. Does the word add the detail you want it to?
Read through the Captain Marvel film review below and look carefully at how the ambitious
words highlighted in yellow have been overused and misused – they do not fit the
sentence. Change the words so the writing flows more.
E.g. ‘many years before the great catastrophe shown in Avengers’ (simple and effective)
Captain Marvel Review
Brie Larson: The Powerful Hero
This latest tale from the Marvel cinematic universe takes us way back in time, many years
before the great, incredibly, spontaneous, amazing catastrophe shown in Avengers: Infinity
War. We have crash-landed in the superlative mid-90s America. This film tracks a never
seen before courageous superhero who tremendously fights back and helps to restore the
lost power.
This is an engaging and sometimes engagingly odd superhero action movie as we are
constantly and continuously switching between the past, present and future. The directors
take us back in time, so we can see how the film’s star, Brie Larson, came to be the hero she
is and the challenges she had to overcome. The teaching and helpful lesson that lies within
the story of Brie Larson, is that our memories, past and relationships make us who we are,
and we need to remember that makes up our identity. The moment and time Brie Larson
unlocks her memories, she regains her power and is able to overthrow the evil forces
destroying the planet. Ultimately, the directors present to us the power of identity and the
importance of remembering what makes us the people we are.

Top ‘Ribbie’ Words
In the table below, you will find all the different words
you will encounter in your secondary school lessons.
Word
Identify

What subjects will you
find this word in?
All subjects

Definition of word

Availability

To select or state what
something is
RE, Business, Design Tech, Something that is essential or
Geog, Food Tech
needed
RE, Food Tech, Geog,
To make or bring something
Design Tech
to existence
RE, Maths, Design Tech,
The extent or measurement
Geog
of a surface/ part of a place
English, RE, Business,
A place, person or thing from
Design Tech, Geog
which something belongs to
Business, Maths, Design
Having a close resemblance
Tech, History, English
to something
Design Tech, PE, Geog,
An advantage or profit gained
Computing
from something
RE, PE, Business, Design
To evaluate or estimate the
Tech
quality or ability of something
Design Tech, Geog, Food
The surroundings or
Tech
conditions in which a person/
animal lives
Design Tech, Maths, Geog A rate, number or amount in
each hundred/ a proportion
English, RE, Food Tech,
The function or part played
Geog
during an activity
English, Business, Food
The arrangement of
Tech, Geog
something and the parts
belonging to it
Business, RE, PE
The state of being free for use

Appropriate

Computer Science, Geog

Contextual

English, Geog, History

Evidence

RE, English, History, Geog

Method

RE, Business, Science

Resource

Computer Science, Geog

Required
Creating
Area
Source
Similar
Benefit
Assessed
Environment

Percentage
Role
Structure

Suitable or well-fitting
something
Information/ social setting
surrounding a word or
passage that has influenced
its meaning
Facts/ information that make
a belief true or valid
The organisation of an
approach to completing a
task
A stock of materials that can
be used within a task

Example
The girl identified the
problem
Three pupils required help
during the lesson.
She created an exceptional
birthday cake.
The area of a triangle is…
In the rural areas of Britain…
The ingredients were sourced
from a local supermarket.
The poems had a similar
message about love.
The littered area would
benefit from a clean-up.
The value of the product was
assessed by the manager.
The animals survived in a
hostile environment.
90% of pupils stated they
found the homework helpful.
The girl adopted a leadership
role during the team task.
The paragraphs had an equal
structure.
The pupils were asked about
their availability.
Appropriate clothing is vital.
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol is
shaped by the context of the
Victorian era.
What evidence do you have
to support your argument?
The method for the science
experiment consisted of:
The pupils lacked the
resources needed for the
task.

Definition

Geog, RE, English

A statement of the exact
meaning of a word

The definition of violence is
to behave aggressively.

Research

Geog, RE

An investigation into an idea

The students researched
current poverty rates.

Section

Design Tech, Geog, Food
Tech

Analyse

English, Business, Maths

A part that has been divided
from something to form a
section
To closely examine, explain
and interpret something

Drama

English, Business,

A play, theatre or show

Evaluate

RE, English, Geog

Economic

Geog, English, Business

Approach

English, RE, Design Tech

Concept

Geog, Re, English

To make a thoughtful
judgement based on close
examination on something
Economics is how society uses
money, profits and services
The way of dealing with a
situation or a problem
A concept is a thought or idea

Indicate

Design Tech, Pe, English

To point out clearly or to
show

Significance

Geog, History, English

The quality of being important
or worthy of attention

Legislation

Food Tech, History

The process of the
government making laws and
rules

The pupil began to section
the meal to make four
portions.
The pupils analysed the
results from the science
experiment.
The gothic drama was
riveting.
The pupils evaluated how
the characters were
presented by the writer.
The economy is in a current
decline.
The pupils’ approach to
revision was productive.
Pupils need to understand
the concept of healthy
eating.
The depressing language in
the poem indicates the
writer had a negative view.
Consistent exercise during
the week is of great
significance to people who
are overweight.
Food legislation controls
the handling of food and
hygiene.

Top Tips for Understanding these ‘Ribbie’ Words:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Practise the spelling for each word
Attempt writing an example of your own for each key word
Can you identify a word opposite in meaning to the key word?
Can you write an example of the word used in different subjects?

What can you be doing over the summer to prepare?
Tip One – Read, Read, Read
The more you read, the more you will know.
The more you know, the more places you will go!
Think about what you are interested in and read as many novels, ebooks, articles or blogs as you can. Reading naturally helps you build
your reading ability and vocabulary – commit to this!

Tip Two –
Create a Vocabulary Bookmark
Reading exposes us to new ideas and new words.
You are not expected to know what every word
means, so make yourself a vocabulary bookmark to
record words you do not know or do not
understand. As you record each challenging word,
research what it means to develop understanding.

Tip Three – Be ambitious in your word choice
The key to having an ambitious vocabulary, is to
push yourself to read as much as you can and
practise using high level words in your every day
talk.

